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Sir: 



This response is submitted in response to the Election/Restriction requirement dated 



January 14, 2003. 

The applicant elects group I with traverse. 

The examiner's reason for requiring a restriction is not justified. The method claims 
include the step of "obtaining a titanium molybdenum alloy wire" and then processing it 



according to the steps listed. To obtain the wire it is extruded, therefore it is not another way 
the wire is made, it is the way the wire is made. The claims are not dependent on how the 
wire is obtained, just that it is obtained. The way the wire is processed after it is obtained is 
the invention. Since the claims are not based on the method of obtaining the wire but only on 
processing of the wire after it is made to form the guidewire claimed the examiners restriction 




requirement is unjustified. 




Further the claims were previously allowed for essentially the same claims for both 
the guidewire and the method claims. The only difference in the set of claims now presented 
is the substitution of zirconium for zinc in claims 12, 20, 28 and 33. 

Since the claims were previously allowed for both the guidewire and the method of 
making the guidewire and the substitution of zirconium for zinc in this set of claims should 
not suddenly make the claims into distinct inventions both the guidewire and the method of 
making the guidewire are allowable in this application. 

The applicant requests that the restriction requirement be dropped and that all claims 
should issue in this application. 
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